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led to the subsequent financial embarrassments to the
State, and, as Sir Charles Metcalfe had already said in
1829 : " It seems hardly fair, therefore, to hold either
the Xizam or his minister responsible for the evil, situated
as they are. In fact, we may perhaps more properly be
regarded as responsible for them, having the power in
our hands to remedy them and having shown that we
were no ways scrupulous about making use of that
power when we think fit to do so." (ibid, p. 86.)

Soon after General Eraser's arrival there occurred the
revolt of the Nawab of Kurnool. This small state
is situated on the southern bank of the river Krishna,
near its junction with the Tungabudra. It had long
been a vassal state of Hyderabad, and the then Nawab

w                                                '

played a prominent part in the wars which followed
the death of Asaf Jah. He had been the assassin who shot
Nasir Jung before Gingee in the year 1750, and the leader
in the attack on his successor in the Cuddapah district in
March of the following year, in which affair Muzaffer Jung
was killed. Subsequently the state became tributary to
Hyder All, but reverted to Hyderabad in 1722, and was
finally transferred to the Madras Presidency with the dis-
tricts ceded by the Nizam in 1800. At the time of which we
are writing there was a great wave of Wahabaism passing
through India, one of the main objects of which was a sub-
version of the British power. Mubariz-ud-Dowlah, the
brother of the Nizam, Nasir-ud-dowlah, became infected
with this spirit and entered into correspondence with the
equally disaffected Nawab of Kurnool. The ambition of
the former was to supplant his brother in the Hyderabad
State, and the object of both was to overthrow the British
rule. Military attacks were conducted against the Kur-
nool Nawab by a detachment of the Madras Army, and
some troops of the Contingent were marched to the